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outbreak of War. New acquaintances, fresh tasks,
companions of her own age, regular hours on and oS
duty, all helped to cheer her. Furthermore, Gretchen,
and especially Martha, contributed to Olga's emancipa-
tion by consulting her, as though her opinion were
worth having, instead of treating her as a child as
Madame Mociusko had done. In her spare moments
Olga was allowed to practise on a piano belonging to
the head doctor, who believed in the value of music in
the treatment of nervous diseases. He induced Olga
to play to his patients and, to enable her to do so, soon
relieved her of many chores. Occasionally, she accepted
invitations to visit neighbouring hospitals, where
she performed to audiences larger than those at Tannen-
kop, and the appreciation which her playing evoked
rekindled her artistic ambition, almost extinguished by
the War. At seventeen, Olga was very attractive, and
a general favourite, for adversity had counteracted the
petting she had experienced in her childhood and had
made her patient and resourceful.
In January 1919, Gretchen became the wife of Georg
Kreismann, whose father had died a few months earlier.
Although, always accustomed to hard work, in the early
days of her marriage Gretchen nearly collapsed, owing
to the heavy labour involved in putting to rights the
inn which had been used as a recruiting depot. Georg
did what he could to relieve his wife, but owing to his
artificial limb, he was sadly handicapped and, becoming
impatient, attributed the delays to his wife's incom-
petence, instead of to lack of money.
Gretchen's unhappiness worried Olga. Moreover
Olga's own precarious position debarred her from
assisting her old friend, for, pending the completion of
the inn., at which she was to be resident entertainer,
Olga had been compelled to accept an ill-paid post at a
local cinema. Olga hoped that employment at the inn
would be only temporary, and that rapid world recovery